	Governor's Trade Mission on Alternative Energy
Spain and Germany
 
Paul Williamson, Special Project Development Manager for the Maine Composites Alliance, is in Spain and Germany as part of Governor's Trade Mission, sponsored by the Maine International Trade Center.
 
Paul posted this special report for MCA members: 
 On the Monday, the Maine delegation (representatives from Maine's engineering, civil construction, energy distribution, transportation, and composite industries) met in private one on one meetings with executives of world energy leaders from companies such as Gamesa, Iberdrola and many more. The company concerns, strategies and opportunities were clearly communicated during these meetings. Individuals from both sides of these conversations learned of specific areas where partnership would be beneficial to the growth and development of all. Maine Governor John Baldacci took advantage of the opportunity to illustrate the state's position as a leader in renewable energy in the Northeast.
 
On Tuesday, the delegation attended the Wind Power Expo in Zaragoza, a major industry event attended by international wind energy companies. The delegation was warmly received by the organizers, who proudly noted that this was the first organized group of US companies to attend the event. The fact that Maine had made this initiative was clearly respected by the European industry representatives. Delegation individuals once again were given access to private discussions with the participating trade show representatives.
 
The value of the meetings arranged by Maine International Trade Center and the US Consulate over the last two days cannot be overstated. The exploration of opportunities will lead to additional growth in Maine's development of alternative energy. This growth will feed a new economic future for all of Maine. These opportunities will not be realized without the relationships that have been established here.
The highlight of Tuesday's activities: the impressive high speed train ride to and from Zaragoza from Madrid. It is truly a wonder to be traveling at speeds of 300 km/hour in a perfectly quiet and smooth riding. This ride allowed us to view the elegant rolling hills of the semi-arid Spanish country side. The distant ridges were lined with graceful wind turbines performing a synchronized dance while generating electricity. Even though we have not had the opportunity to tour the country, we have been so fortunate to be treated with such welcoming friendliness from each individual from our host country.
The Spanish explained that the high-speed rail is competing with airlines for its speed, efficiency, comfort, and cost. After we experience the ride we could not see how the airlines could compete with the trains.
Within the delegation there are many concerns and agendas: new growth that will provide solid employment in Maine, profitability and company sustainability, gaining market share. Yet at the bottom of these motivations lies a foundation with the full delegation built upon the vision that we are all part of a necessary team that is working to solve the world's energy needs while protecting our environment. This vision keeps all of us focused on making the most out of this opportunity.
 
Our next stop: Bremen Germany. Bremen is at the forefront of offshore wind power development in continental Europe. There we will continue to build new relationships with the partners that will work with Maine to invest in sustainable ways to generate energy in the future. 
 


